




scheduled to be heard after April 30, 2020, shall be rescheduled and continued for 35 
days; 

8. MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT, CRIMINAL CASES 

a. All traffic and misdemeanor cases are continued to the next key date after May 
18, 2020; the circuit clerk shall provide postcard notice to the defendant; 

b. In Districts 2-6, the arresting agency shall provide appropriate equipment to 
enable defendants to participate in their bail hearings by videoconference; if, due 
to extenuating circumstances, the arresting agency is unable to facilitate 
videoconferencing for a bail hearing, the arresting agency shall deliver custody of 
the defendant to the sheriff at the appropriate courthouse, and the sheriff shall 
provide the equipment and location for a bail hearing by videoconference; 

i. When a defendant is released by the court without the posting of monetary 
bail, the arresting agency shall release the defendant from its custody at 
the place of detention; 

ii. When a defendant is required to post monetary bail and the defendant or a 
third party is able to post said bail at the conclusion of the bail hearing, the 
arresting agency shall take the bail in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 110-7 or 110-8 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (725 ILCS 
5/110-7 or 725 ILCS 5/110-8) and release the defendant to appear in 
accordance with the conditions of the bail bond; 

iii. When a defendant or a third party is denied bail or is unable to post 
required monetary bail at the conclusion of the bail hearing, the arresting 
agency shall deliver custody of the defendant to the sheriff of Cook 
County at the Cook County Department of Corrections, 2700 S. California 
Ave, Chicago, Ill., or such other location as is designated by the sheriff; 

c. The branch courts in the city of Chicago at 3150 West Flournoy Street, 5555 W. 
Grand Ave., and 727 E. 111 th St. shall cease all court operations at the close of 
business on April 3, 2020, and proceedings normally heard at those locations shall 
be heard at the Leighton Criminal Court Building until further order of the court; 

9. ADULT PROBATION DEPARTMENT, SOCIAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT, 
AND JUVENILE JUSTICE AND COURT SERVICES DEPARTMENT: In-person 
meetings between probation officers or social service caseworkers and the persons under 
their supervision shall be reserved for high-risk clients; for low- and moderate-risk 
clients, probation officers and social service caseworkers shall contact clients to schedule 
essential meetings to be held via either video or telephone conference; 

10. CIVIL MATTERS, ALL DIVISIONS AND DISTRICTS: 

a. Matters deemed by the judge presiding to be emergencies shall be heard and may 
be conducted either in-person or via video or telephone conference; 

b. Except for oral depositions, discovery shall continue as scheduled; 
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c. Where it is not reasonably possible to conduct an oral deposition for reasons 
related to the COVID-19 emergency, the parties shall use best efforts to postpone 
the deposition by agreement and stipulation for a period not to exceed 60 days; 
absent such agreement, the proceedings shall be deferred until such later date as 
the court can review the matter and issue appropriate directives; nothing in this 
order shall be construed to limit the discretion of the judge presiding to determine 
the merits of an attorney's inability to comply with an oral deposition; 

d. In no event shall participants in litigation be penalized if discovery compliance is 
delayed for reasons relating to the COVID-19 emergency; 

11. CIVIL NO CONTACT ORDERS, CIVIL ORDERS OF PROTECTION, 
STALKING NO CONT ACT ORDERS: Petitions for emergency orders will be heard 
at 555 W. Harrison St., Chicago, and in Municipal Districts 2, 3, 5, and 6, and, when 
sought in connection with a Domestic Relations or Probate case, at the Richard J. Daley 
Center; as designated by the chief judge, petitioners may participate in hearings by 
videoconference from shelters for victims of domestic violence; 

12. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DIVISION: Defendants awaiting initial bail hearings in 
criminal cases at 555 W. Harrison St., Chicago, Ill., shall be transported by the arresting 
agency to the Cook County Department of Corrections, 2700 S. California Ave, Chicago, 
Ill., and shall participate in their bail hearings by videoconference from that location; 

13. COUNTY DIVISION: Mental health hearings will be held as scheduled. 

14. GRAND JURY: No new grand jury shall be empaneled before May 18, 2020. Grand 
juries whose terms expire on or before March 31, 2020, shall be extended until May 15, 
2020; 

15. FILING INITIAL AND RESPONSIVE PLEADINGS, RESPONSIVE MOTIONS: 
Initial and responsive pleadings and responsive motions may be filed in person or by 
electronic filing with the circuit clerk; 

16. MANDATORY ARBITRATION: All hearings shall be rescheduled and continued for a 
period of 60 days from the currently scheduled date, but not later than June 15, 2020; if 
the 60th day falls on a weekend or court holiday, it shall be continued until the following 
business day; 

17. FORENSIC EXAMINATIONS: in criminal cases, all forensic examinations of 
defendants, both adult and juvenile, shall be rescheduled and continued for a period of 60 
days from the currently scheduled date or the date of the order requiring such 
examination, whichever is later, but not later than June 15, 2020; if the 60th day falls on a 
weekend or court holiday, it shall be continued until the following business day; 

18. BAIL, FEES, COURT COSTS, AND PENAL TIES, CRIMINAL CASES: 

a. Pursuant to Cook County Code § 18-49, 
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i. The circuit clerk shall not deduct any fees, court costs, or penalties from 
bail bond funds posted by a Charitable Bond Fund or other Third-Party 
Surety without the surety's voluntary, written consent; 

ii. The circuit clerk shall not use bail bond funds posted by a Charitable Bond 
Fund or other Third-Party Surety to pay attorney fees, including 
reimbmsement for representation by the public defender, without the 
surety's voluntary, written consent; 

iii. At the conclusion of the case, the circuit clerk shall return all available 
funds posted by a Charitable Bond Fund or other Third-Party Surety to the 
surety; 

b. Pursuant to 705 ILCS 105/27.3B, where a charitable bond fund or other third 
party surety posts cash bail for a defendant, the clerk shall accept payment by 
credit card, debit card, or other electronic funds transfer and shall not collect the 
service fee authorized by said statute; 

19. OTHER: Non-essential gatherings, meetings, and travel are canceled, and orders to 
attend programs including Traffic Safety School and SWAP are entered and continued 
until rescheduled; no marriages will be performed in MruTiage Court until May 18, 2020, 
until further order of the court; as needed, fi.uiher information will be published on the 
comi' s website: http://www.cookcountycourt.org. 

Dated this 30th day of March, 2020, and effective immediately. 
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